
 
 

Teacher Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: March 14, 2011 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory 

committee meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-
going efforts to assess our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and 

programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation in these notes. 
 

Participants present: Joan Green (AHS), Cindy Ferris (BSES), Libby Pazdera (CES), Marty Wood (CMS), 
Jeanne Smith (FSES), Stacie Rose (MVES), Sherry Craft (SES), Lorie Bess (Administrative Asst.), Jan 
Hobbs (Director of Student Programs), Elizabeth Heath (Director of Special Education), Mary Jane 
Mutispaugh (Director of Instruction), and Dr. Sarah Campbell (Superintendent).  
 
1. Dr. Campbell discussed the budget.  She stated that three priorities had guided the development of 

the FY12 budget and noted that the priorities include (1) protect the instructional program, (2) 
maintain jobs for employees, and (3) compensate employees fairly.  Dr. Campbell further explained 
that the board would hold a work session to review administrative budget recommendations that 
evening and that the budget was to be presented to the school board for approval at the March 21 
meeting at Clifton Middle School.   

 
2. A participant asked if the School Messenger alert call could go out at 5:00 a.m. instead of 6:00 a.m.  

Dr. Campbell explained that 6:00 a.m. was the time recommended by the division advisory 
committees when the system went into effect. She added that information on school closings could be 
obtained prior to 6:00 a.m. from the local media and from the division website.  

  
3. A participant questioned why students are allowed to fundraise for out of state trips but faculty is not.  

Dr. Campbell replied she was not aware of any faculty ever requesting to fundraise for a trip. She did, 
however, state that she would attempt to find out if there was a precedent for this. Dr. Campbell also 
added that out-of-state travel for coaches training and other extra- and co-curricular sponsors was 
typically supported by the various booster organizations. 

  
4. Mrs. Mutispaugh reported the state had not released the preliminary list of Math books for adoption.  

She added she hopes to have a list after March 24. Ms. Mutispaugh explained that adoption 
committee meetings would be scheduled in April.   

 
5. Mrs. Mutispaugh reported that Compass Learning had been selected by teachers and principals as 

the product to replace Brainchild as the benchmark testing program and as the technology based 
remedial learning path. She explained that the recommendation to approve purchase of Compass 
Learning would be taken to the school board for approval at the March 21 meeting. 

 
REMINDER:  The next and final TAC meeting is April 18 at 3:30 p.m. 
 

 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation,  
disability, or age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance 

 issues associated with this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Jan Hobbs,  
Director of Student Programs at Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va., (540) 863-1814. 

 
 


